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SUBJECT: NATO SUMMIT - VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF COMMUNIQUE 
DISCUSSION 

REFS: (A) USNATO 5948 (B) USNATO 6208 

1 . WE ARE OPPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO CIRCULATION OF THE 
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTS OF THE WASHINGTON SUMMIT SESSIONS 
(REFTEL A). IN CONTRAST TO SET PIECE FORMAT OF EARLIER 
MEETINGS, THIS SUMMIT WAS DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE CANDID 
DISCUSSION AMONG THE ALLIED LEADERS. COMMENTS BY 
PRESIDENT.AND PRESUMABLY THOSE OF SEVERAL OTHER ALLIED 
LEADERS, WERE MADE IN THAT SPIRIT. SUBSEQUENT WIDE 
DISTRIBUTION OF EXACT TEXT OF LEADERS' FRANK REMARKS, 

WITH CORRESPONDING HIGHER CHANCE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, 

SECRET 
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COULD DISCOURAGE SUCH EXCHANGES IN FUTURE. 

2. MISSION SHOULD INDICATE U.S. ATTITUDE TO NATO 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT IN APPROPRIATE FASHION AND SUGGEST 
THAT THREE DELEGATIONS NOW IN POSSESSION OF DRAFT 
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTS (REFTEL B) SHOULD BE ASKED TO 
RETURN THEM TO THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF. 
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3. FYI. WE RECOGNIZE THAT READY AVAILABILITY OF 
REPRODUCTION FACILITIES WILL CAUSE RETURN ONLY OF THE 
OFFICIAL COPIES OF THE DRAFT TRANSCRIPTS, BUT BELIEVE 
SUCH WOULD BE USEFUL FOR THE RECORD. END FYI. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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